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Amy Kirbyshire, CDKN Research  
and DRM Officer, ODI

  amy.kirbyshire@cdkn.org   @akirbyshireODI 

Why is Amy at Sendai? As part of CDKN’s DRM theme 
support to our partner governments and practitioners,  
Amy is working to achieve a positive outcome for the 
post-2015 DRR framework. Amy also works with CDKN’s 
Research Programme, and is looking to connect with others 
working at the nexus of climate change and development 
across the globe.

William Yeates, Communications Officer,  
Climate & Environment, ODI

  w.yeates@odi.org.uk    @ODIclimate 

Why is Will at Sendai? To coordinate ODI communications 
activities. You’ll find him audiostreaming events,  
conducting interviews and updating our live stream  
of what’s going on at Sendai (visit www.odi.org/sendai).

Wendy Fenton, Coordinator of  
the Humanitarian Practice Network

  w.fenton@odi.org    @HPN_HPG

Why is Wendy at Sendai? She is the coordinator of  
the Humanitarian Practice Network, which will soon  
publish the revised version of the Good Practice Review  
on Disaster Risk Reduction.

Hanna Krebs, Research Officer,  
Humanitarian Policy Group, ODI

  h.krebs@odi.org     @HBKrebs

Why is Hanna at Sendai? She works on humanitarian 
action in Asia, including natural disasters, business  
and markets and regional organisations.

Dr Aditya Bahadur, Research Officer,  
Climate and Environment, ODI

  a.bahadur@odi.org.uk   @AdiBahadur

Why is Aditya at Sendai? To talk about the state of knowledge 
on measuring resilience to disaster risk. For the past eight 
years he has been working  on resilience for climate and 
development; urban systems; mainstreaming adaptation in 
development programs; research-policy interface.

Emma Lovell, Research Officer,  
Climate and Environment, ODI

  e.lovell@odi.org.uk   @E_lovel

Why is Emma at Sendai? To influence negotiations and 
consequent discussions around implementation of the 
inclusion and empowerment of vulnerable/at risk groups 
in DRR, adaptation and building resilience. Emma has 
carried out substantial research on post-2015 processes for 
DRR and development, including setting, measuring and 
monitoring targets for DRR, and making recommendations 
for post-2015 international policy frameworks.

Dr Virginie Le Masson,  
Research Officer, Social Development/ 
Climate and Environment, ODI

  v.lemasson@odi.org.uk   @Virginie_LeM

Why is Virginie at Sendai? She works on the social and  
gender dimension of DRR and hopes to discuss this with 
other researchers, NGO practitioners and policy makers 
who feel equally concerned about making DRR more  
inclusive; she speaks French and English fluently.

Dr Tom Mitchell, Head of Programme,  
Climate and Environment, ODI

  t.mitchell@odi.org.uk    @tommitchell_odi  

Why is Tom at Sendai? To support delegations and engage  
with others interested in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
finance and economics, developing targets and monitoring 
frameworks, links to other 2015 processes and reform of 
the system to maximise DRR implementation. Tom runs 
BRACED, a new project funded by the UK Department for  
International Development, which is one of the largest  
global initiatives supporting resilience to climate and disaster  
extremes. He leads on Disaster Risk Management (DRM) for 
the Climate and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN).

Katie Peters, Research Fellow,  
Climate and Environment, ODI

  k.peters@odi.org.uk   @katiepetersodi

Why is Katie at Sendai? To support negotiators and  
practitioners to identify ways to improve disaster risk  
reduction in fragile and conflict affected contexts.  
Katie will be looking for ways to connect BRACED  
to similar initiatives across the globe.

Dr Emily Wilkinson, Research Fellow,  
Climate and Environment

  e.wilkinson@odi.org.uk   @emilycwilkinson

Why is Emily at Sendai? To speak on a number of panels 
on governance, finance and accountability issues  
in DRR. She will be working with delegates to develop 
an implementation agenda that recognises clear roles and 
responsibilities for different stakeholders and promotes 
coherence across scales. She is an internationally renowned 
expert in disaster and climate risk governance.

Who’s who

Get the latest news at odi.org/sendai Follow us   @ODIclimate 

You can find our researchers’ full bios at odi.org/experts



Kashmala Kakakhel, CDKN Asia  
Country Programme Manager

  kashmala.kakakhel@cdkn.org    

 @kashmala_14

Why is Kashmala at Sendai? Kashmala manages CDKN’s 
Bangladesh Country Programme, and is CDKN Asia’s 
DRR and Climate Resilience focal point. Kashmala is 
here as part of part of CDKN’s DRM theme support to 
our partner governments and practitioners in South Asia, 
for achieving a positive outcome for the post-2015 DRR 
framework. She will also be looking for ways to connect 
CDKN’s initiatives in Asia with others in the region and 
across the globe.

Ali T Sheikh, CDKN Asia Regional Director

  atsheikh@lead.org.pk    @CDKNetwork

Why is Ali at Sendai? Ali is CEO of LEAD Pakistan and 
Asia Regional Director for the Climate and Development 
Knowledge Network. Ali is here as part of CDKN’s DRM 
theme support to our partner governments in achieving 
a positive outcome for South Asia, and will be looking to 
connect CDKN’s programme of work in Asia with other 
initiatives in the region and across the globe.

Mihir Bhatt, CDKN India Country  
Engagement Leader

  mihir@aidmi.org    @CDKNetwork

Why is Mihir at Sendai? Mihir is a DRR expert working 
with CDKN’s India Country Programme, and is Director 
of the All India Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI). 
Mihir is here as part of CDKN’s DRM theme support  
to achieving a positive outcome in the post-2015 DRR  
framework, and to connect with others working on  
DRR in South Asia, especially in India.

Find out more cdkn.org     @cdknetwork 

Events

Ignite stage 
1  2nd floor, Sendai International Centre, Aoba Yama, Aoba-ku 

 
Six steps to mainstream gender equality in disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
Virginie Le Masson, 16:15–16:30, Monday 16 March 

Removing the blinkers: real progress on DRR requires action in fragile 
and conflict affected contexts Katie Peters, 16:00–16:15, Tuesday 17 March

Integration of gender, age, disability, and cultural perspectives in the post-
2015 framework for DRR, Emma Lovell, 11:00–11:15, Wednesday 18 March

The ODI/CDKN exhibition booth 10:00–20:00, 14 March–18 March 
2   Booth 6-101, 5th and 6th floors, Sendai Mediatheque Gallery,  

2-1 Kasuga-machi, Aoba-ku

Measuring disaster resilience 17:30–19:30, Sunday 15 March 
3   C105, Tohoku University, North Campus,  

41 Kawauchi, Aoba-ku

Challenges and opportunities of implementing the new risk 
reduction framework in South Asia: finance, monitoring  
and accountability 18:15–19:45, Monday 16 March 
4   Meeting room 3, Sendai Civic Auditorium,  

4-1 Sakuragaoka-Koen, Aoba-ku

Good practice review 9: disaster risk reduction 
12:00–14:00, Tuesday 17 March 
4   Meeting room 2, Sendai Civic Auditorium,  

4-1 Sakuragaoka-Koen, Aoba-ku 

Incentives for investment: a new business case for disaster  
risk management 17:30–19:00, Tuesday 17 March 
3  B101, Tohoku University, North Campus, 41 Kawauchi, Aoba-ku

Introducing BRACED (invitation only)  
08:00–09:30, Monday 16 March  
5   The Westin Sendai, 1-9-1 Ichibancho, Aoba-ku
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ODI is the UK’s leading independent
think tank on international development
and humanitarian issues.

Overseas Development Institute
203 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 8NJ

Tel +44 (0)20 7922 0300
Fax +44 (0)20 7922 0399
odi.org
 

The Climate and Development Knowledge  
Network (CDKN) aims to help decision-makers  
in developing countries design and deliver  
climate compatible development.

Climate and Development Knowledge Network
7 More London Riverside
London SE1 2RT

Tel +44 (0) 207 212 4111
cdkn.org

This document is an output from a project commissioned through the Climate and 
Development Knowledge Network (CDKN). CDKN is a programme funded by the UK  
Department for International Development (DFID) and the Netherlands Directorate- 
General for International Cooperation (DGIS) for the benefit of developing countries. 
The views expressed and information contained in it are not necessarily those of or 
endorsed by DFID, DGIS or the entities managing the delivery of the Climate and  
Development Knowledge Network, which can accept no responsibility or liability for such 
views, completeness or accuracy of the information or for any reliance placed on them.
This publication has been prepared for general guidance on matters of interest only, 
and does not constitute professional advice. You should not act upon the information 
contained in this publication without obtaining specific professional advice. No  
representation or warranty (express or implied) is given as to the accuracy or  
completeness of the information contained in this publication, and, to the extent 
permitted by law, the entities managing the delivery of the Climate and Development 
Knowledge Network* do not accept or assume any liability, responsibility or duty of  
care for any consequences of you or anyone else acting, or refraining to act, in reliance 
on the information contained in this publication or for any decision based on it.
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