   FAPESP and INPE host workshop to discuss IPCC Special Report for Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation in South and Central America 

The meeting will bring together business leaders, academia, researchers and civic organizations whose policies and programs may be affected by extreme climate events  

On August 16- 17, 2012, the São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) and the National Institute for Space Research (INPE) will host a workshop to discuss the results of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) assessment “Special Report for Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation (SREX)” for South and Central America. The event will be held in São Paulo and is organized in partnership with the IPCC, the UK’s Overseas Development Institute (ODI) and the Climate and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN).

Entitled “Managing the Risks of Climate Extremes and Disasters in Central and South America – What can we learn from the IPCC Special Report on Extremes – SREX?”, the workshop aims to disseminate scientific information on the possible impact of the risks of extreme climate events – such as heat waves, record high temperatures and heavy rain precipitation – and other related disasters, as well as the options for managing these impacts, specifically in South and Central America. 

Jointly sponsored by Norway’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Climate and Pollution Agency, CDKN and the IPCC, the workshop is geared toward opinion-makers, business leaders, academics, researchers and civic organizations whose policies or programs may be affected by climate extremes. 

The meeting will cover topics such as exposure and vulnerability in the context of the report’s observations on: climate extremes; impacts and losses; and risk management options to improve current and future practices. 

Comprising nine chapters and four annexes, the IPCC Special Report was prepared over two years by 220 authors from 62 countries, involving both Working Groups I and II of the IPCC. A total of 18,784 outside expert and government review comments were received in the three rounds of formal review.

The São Paulo event forms one of a series of outreach events taking place around the world designed to provide information about the possible impacts of climate extremes and disasters by region and options for managing the potential risks arising from them, as assessed in the IPCC.

The event will include a press conference, presentation of the Special Report by its authors, special sessions to discuss national and regional policy and a series of mini-workshops, focused on promoting dialogue and sharing the implications of the Special Report for interested parties and policy makers at local, regional and national level.

Social and environmental factors

According to information released by the IPCC, the planet’s climate changes have been responsible for patterns of extreme events in several parts of the world. The consequences of these events can be reduced because social vulnerabilities and risk exposure also contribute to the impacts of events; not all climate events lead to disasters. 

SREX is the result of a multidisciplinary effort among scientists that study the physical aspects of climate change, those with experience in impacts, adaptations and vulnerability as well as experts in risk management for disasters. The data and information contained in the report will, therefore, allow policy makers to deepen discussions on the issue based on the results of the IPCC report and material on which the report bases its assessments. The report identifies the lessons learned from vast experience in risk management for disasters and the growing focus on the adaptation to climate changes.
The report highlights the prolonged period of high temperatures and heat waves in several regions of the world. It indicates the probable increased frequency of intense precipitation events or the increased proportion of intense rain totals in many areas, especially in high latitudes and tropical regions, and for harsher winters in the middle latitudes in the North of the planet. It also highlights the increased duration and intensity of drought in some regions of the world, including the South of Europe and the Mediterranean, Central Europe, Central America and Mexico, in addition to Southern Africa and some areas of South America.

Scientific experts drafted the 592-page document based on the latest scientific and technical information, which then underwent two further rounds of review by other experts and governments. “There are many options currently available that could improve preparation for an efficient response to extreme climate events and catastrophes, and increasing the recovery from them,” says Vicente Barros, co-chair of the Working Group II.  
Jose Marengo of the INPE’s Earth System Science Center (CCST), one of the authors of the IPCC SREX report and one of the organizers of the event, highlights the importance of the SREX for Central and South America in the actions governments will take to address natural disasters associated with intense rain or drought. “The observed increase in rainfall in Southeast South America shows the major impact of natural and human systems in urban and rural areas, including vulnerable areas of São Paulo city, which are affected by intense rain and flooding every year.” This trend could worsen in the future if measures are not taken for adaptation, because projections indicate at trend toward increasing rain extremes in densely populated regions such as São Paulo State, among others. 

Notes for Editors
For more about the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the Special Report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation (SREX) please see the IPCC press release, “IPCC releases full report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation (SREX)” issued Geneva, 28 March 2012 (available to download at: http://ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX/, and the “IPCC Media Advisory” issued 11 April 2012 or available to download at:
http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/docs/srex/srex_media_advisory_11.04.2012.pdf. For IPCC media enquiries please contact: Jonathan Lynn, Head of Communications, IPCC, E-mail: jlynn@wmo.int, Tel: +41 22 730 8066.
About FAPESP

The São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) is one of the most important Brazilian agencies supporting scientific research. Created in 1962, throughout its 50 years, FAPESP has granted approximately 112,000 research scholarships – from undergraduate to post-doctorate education – and supported more than 96,000 awards for researchers in the state of São Paulo. The support is given to researchers in all areas of science, as well as technology, engineering, arts and humanities. FAPESP also supports research in areas considered strategic for the country, through broad thematic programs such as biodiversity, climate change and bioenergy. To find out more, access www.fapesp.br.

About INPE 

Created in 1961, the National Institute for Space Research (INPE) gave Brazil the capacity to produce top quality space science, build satellites, monitor our territory, have a modern weather forecast, understand global changes and make Space a part of Brazilian society. It is a national reference point for remote sensoring, meteorology, space and atmospheric science, space engineering and technology and the earth system science. INPE also has the Tupã, one of the most powerful supercomputers in the world for meteorological, climatic and environmental applications. As the executor of the Brazilian Space Program’s activities, the INPE supports innovation and strengthening the aerospace sector in the country. More information is available at www.inpe.br
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